
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERCY CORPS IN HAITI:  
FROM SHORT-TERM RELIEF TO LONG-
TERM RECOVERY 
Mercy Corps is providing humanitarian relief and 
laying the groundwork for long-term recovery in the 
wake of the devastating January 12 Haiti 
earthquake. The agency’s team of 85 experts, 
including more than 65 Haitians, is helping 
survivors access resources such as food, water 
and post-trauma assistance. Moving forward, 
Mercy Corps is prioritizing the creation of jobs, 
particularly in areas outside Port-au-Prince. 
 
Mercy Corps has a long track record of helping 
communities transition from receiving aid to 
carrying out their own recovery after natural 
disasters. Our Haiti team includes experts in water, 
food, shelter, health, logistics, psycho-social 
support for children and job creation. 
 

 

Tent camp inhabitants earn daily wages for clearing debris and 
repairing infrastructure. Photo: Miguel Samper for Mercy Corps 

 
Creating Jobs, Hastening Economic Recovery 
Mercy Corps’ cash-for-work program to date has 
employed nearly 2,000 Haitians to clear debris and 
repair basic infrastructure in the most damaged 
Port-au-Prince neighborhoods, including Corail, 
Corelette, Dorce, Ecole National, Menos 2, Menos 
3, Saint Charles, Solon, Soisson and Truitier. 
 
Using hand tools shipped in by Mercy Corps, local 
people are carrying out essential tasks to earn 
daily wages. Getting money in their pockets means 
survivors can purchase the supplies their families 
need – and, in so doing, help businesses and 
markets resume the normal flow of trade. We 

expect our cash-for-work program to provide short 
term jobs that will benefit 7,000 households, or 
42,000 people. 
 
The next critical steps in re-booting Haiti’s 
economy will include cash grants so that people 
can rebuild assets like small businesses, fishing 
boats and food carts. We are also looking into 
partnerships using microfinance and remittances to 
allow nascent businesses to stabilize and grow. 
Mercy Corps is already working with microfinance 
provider FONKOZE to help recapitalize its clients 
post-earthquake. Efforts like this are essential to 
return Haiti’s economy to a functioning state.  
 
Providing Healing Support to Children 
We are distributing 4,000 child-friendly kits – 
containing age-appropriate toys for toddlers and 
older children as well as hygiene supplies, blankets 
and art materials – to Haitian children traumatized 
by the earthquake. 
 
The kits are part of our Comfort for Kids post-
trauma counseling methodology, first developed in 
New York by Mercy Corps and Bright Horizons, a 
global workplace childcare provider, to help 
children recover from the trauma of 9/11. Mercy 
Corps has used the program to help children 
recover from Hurricane Katrina and earthquakes in 
Peru and China. 
 
Haitian children who survived the earthquake 
experienced trauma that could negatively affect 
them for life. Through our Comfort for Kids 
trainings, we have already taught dozens of 
psychologists, nurses, social workers, teachers 
and parents how to care for traumatized children. 
Over the course of this program, Mercy Corps will 
train 280,000 caregivers to address symptoms of 
trauma in children and help restore their well-being 
so they can look toward a healthy future. 
 
Haiti’s first lady, Elisabeth Delacourt Préval, is  
partnering with Mercy Corps to support Comfort for 
Kids. Madame Préval and UNICEF are organizing 
child-safe spaces in displacement camps that offer 
art, sports and music, while Mercy Corps provides 
sessions in French and Creole to educate adults 
about trauma in children. Mercy Corps is also 

Last year, Mercy Corps helped 16.7 million people turn crisis into opportunity. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

setting up child-friendly spaces near our cash-for-
work projects, so parents have a safe place to 
leave their children while they work. 
 

 

Stephania Dely was drawing at home when the earthquake 
struck. Luckily, her mother was able to grab her and rush outside. 
Through Mercy Corps’ Comfort for Kids program, children like 
Stephania get the help they need to recover from the trauma. 
Often, healing begins with telling their stories. Photo: Miguel 
Samper for Mercy Corps 

 
Food Baskets Feed Thousands for A Month 
Working with the UN World Food Program and 
community representatives, Mercy Corps is 
distributing food baskets containing one-month 
supplies of rice, beans, oil, salt and high-protein 
grain to 5,000 households, or 30,000 people, in the 
Tabarre neighborhood of Port-au-Prince. As part of 
our cash-for-work program, we are employing 25 
local people to help distribute the food. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Shelter 
Our water and sanitation experts, in partnership 
with local staff, are planning to secure clean water 
systems and at least 500 safe latrines to serve 
42,000 people. Our team installed a water filtration 
unit at a local hospital, and more water filtration 
units will be installed at other locations. We have 
delivered hygiene kits – with mosquito nets and 
other critical supplies – to survivors, as well as 
plastic sheeting to be used for shelter.  
 

A Foundation for Self-Sufficiency 
The 7.0-magnitude January 12 Haiti earthquake 
left 3 million people in need of aid, exacerbating 
the dire humanitarian situation in the poorest 
country in the Western Hemisphere. Haiti suffers 
extreme hunger and political instability, and this 
disaster only increases the needs of thousands of 

impoverished Haitian families. Mercy Corps has 
special expertise in disaster response that 
establishes a foundation for self-sufficiency. 
In the coming weeks and months, Mercy Corps 
plans to expand its work to include the provinces 
around Port-au-Prince, particularly the Central 
Plateau area, where approximately 500,000 
people fled after the earthquake. The agency will 
work to make these areas economically viable and 
provide critical resources to displaced families who 
have settled there. Mercy Corps has already 
conducted a food distribution in Mirebalais, and is 
planning to start cash-for-work there and in other 
areas. 
 

HOW TO HELP 
Mercy Corps is accepting donations toward our 
earthquake response. Public support has been 
strong, and companies such as  Alcoa, Amazon, 
Best Buy, Gap, Genentech, ITT Corporation, Nike, 
ProLogis, Trilogy/Voilà and Western Union have 
generously contributed to our efforts. 
 

TO DONATE 
Mercy Corps 
Haiti Earthquake Fund 
PO Box 2669 
2705/ SPEV482 
Portland, OR 97208 
mercycorps.org/outreach 
888.256.1900 
 

MEDIA INQUIRIES 
Joy Portella 
Director of Communications 
jportella@sea.mercycorps.org 
206.437.7885 
 

FUNDRAISING INQUIRIES 
Minda Seibert 
Sr. Community Relations Officer 
mseibert@mercycorps.org 
503.896.5741 
www.mercycorps.org/fundraising 
 

GENERAL INQUIRIES 
Mercy Corps 
45 S.W. Ankeny Street 
Portland, OR 97204 
503.896.5000 
800.292.3355 
mercycorps.org 
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